What is claimed: 

1 . A method for concurrently isolating at least a portion of both a selected compound 
and biological contaminants from a fluid stream, the method comprising: 

(a) directing a first fluid stream having a selected pH and including at least 
one biological contaminant and a selected compound so as to flow along a first selective 
membrane; 

(b) directing a second fluid stream along the first selective membrane so as to 
be isolated fi-om the first fluid stream thereby; 

(c) directing a third fluid stream separated from one of the fu-st and second 
fluid streams by a second selective membrane; 

(d) applying at least one voltage potential across at least the first and second 
fluid streams, wherein the apphcation of such at least one voltage potential causes 
movement of at least a portion of at least one of the selected compound and the biological 
contaminants though the fu-st selective membrane into the second fluid stream, wherein 
the second selective membrane has a preselected pore size that allows selective migration 
of components in at least one of the first and second fluid streams through the second 
selective membrane into the third fluid stream; and 

(e) maintaining step (d) until at least one of the fluid streams contains a 
desired purity of the selected compound. 

2. The method according to claim 1 wherein the first selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size so as to allow selective migration of components in the first fluid stream 
through the first selective membrane into the second fluid stream and selectively retain other 
components in the first fluid stream. 

3. The method according to claim 1 wherein the step of directing the third fluid 
stream comprises directing the third fluid stream so as to be separated from the second fluid 
stream by the second selective membrane. 
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4. The method according to claim 3 wherein the second selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size so as to substantially prevent at least one of the selected compound and 
selected biological contaminants removed to the second fluid stream from migrating through the 
second selective membrane into the third fluid stream and substantially retain the at least one of 

5 the selected compound and selected biological contaminants in the second fluid stream. 

5. The method according to claim 4 wherein the appUcation of a voltage potential 
across the third fluid stream causes movement of at least a portion of at least one of the selected 
compound and selected biological contaminants removed to the second fluid stream through the 

1 0 second selective membrane into the third fluid stream. 

F| 6. The method according to claim 4 wherein the method further comprises directing 

a fourth fluid stream separated from the first fluid stream by a third selective membrane, wherein 
Q the preselected pore size of the third selective membrane allows selective migration of 
1| components in the first fluid stream through the third selective membrane into the fourth fluid 
stream. 

O 

fu 7. The method according to claim 6 wherein the third selective membrane has a 

? preselected pore size so as to substantially prevent at least one of the any selected compound 

20 remaining in the first fluid stream, any biological contaminants remaining in the first fluid 

stream, and any other compounds remaining in the first fluid stream from migrating through the 
third selective membrane into the fourth fluid stream and substantially retain the at least one of 
the selected compound, biological contaminants, and other components in the second fluid 
stream. 

25 

8. The method according to claim 6 wherein the appUcation of a voltage potential 
across the fourth fluid stream causes migration of at least a portion of at least one of any selected 
compound remaining in the first fluid stream, any biological contaminants remaining in the first 
fluid stream, and any other compounds remaining in the first fluid stream through the third 
30 selective membrane into fourth fluid stream. 
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9. The method according to claim 1 wherein the step of directing a third fluid stream 
directing the third fluid stream so as to be separated from the first fluid stream by the second 
selective membrane. 

5 10. The method according to claim 9 wherein the second selective membrane has a 

preselected pore size so as to substantially prevent at least one of the any selected compound 
remaining in the first fluid stream, any biological contaminants remaining in the first fluid 
stream, and any other compounds remaining in the first fluid stream firom migrating through the 
second selective membrane into the third fluid stream and substantially retain at least one of the 
10 selected compound, biological contaminants, and other components in the first fluid stream. 

1=1 1 1 . The method according to claim 9 wherein the apphcation of a voltage potential 

across the third fluid stream causes migration of at least a portion of at least one of any selected 
H compound remaining in the first fluid stream, any biological contaminants remaining in the first 
f4 fluid stream, and any other compounds remaining in the first fluid stream through the second 
selective membrane into third fluid stream. 

12, The method according to claim 9 wherein the method fixrther comprises directing 
]^ a fourth fluid stream separated from the second fluid stream by a third selective membrane, 

W wherein the preselected pore size of the third selective membrane allows selective migration of 
components in the second fluid stream through the third selective membrane into the fourth fluid 
stream. 

13. The method according to claim 12 wherein the third selective membrane has a 
25 preselected pore size so as to substantially prevent at least one of the selected compound and 

selected biological contaminants removed to the second fluid stream from migrating through the 
third selective membrme into the fourth fluid stream and substmtially retain the at least one of 
the selected compound and selected biological contaminants in the second fluid stream. 

30 14. The method according to claim 12 wherein the application of a voltage potential 

across the fourth fluid stream causes movement of at least a portion of at least one of the selected 
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compound and selected biological contaminants removed to the second fluid stream through the 
third selective membrane into the fourth fluid stream. 

15. The method according to claim 1 wherein the method further comprises 
periodically stopping and reversing the voltage potential to cause movement of at least any 
compounds of the first fluid stream having entered the first selective membrane to move back 
into the first fluid stream and wherein substantially not causing any of the selected compound 
and biological contaminants that have entered the second fluid stream to re-enter the first fluid 
stream. 

16. The method according to claim 1 wherein the first fluid stream further includes a 
compound from which the selected compound is separated, wherein such compound is selected 
fl-om the group consisting of blood proteins, immunoglobulins, recombinmit proteins, and 
combinations thereof. 

17. The method according to claim 1 wherein the biological contaminant is selected 
from the group consisting of viruses, bacteria, prions, yeast, lipopolysaccharides, toxins, 
endotoxins, and combinations thereof. 

1 8. The method according to claim 1 wherein the pH of the first fluid stream is 
selected by selectively adding a buffer having the required pH and the pH is selected at one of a 
pH lower than the isoelectric point of the compound, a pH about the isoelectric point of the 
compound, and a pH higher than the isoelectric point of the compound. 

19. A method for concurrently isolating at least a portion of both a selected compound 
and biological contaminants fi-om a fluid stream, the method comprising: 

(a) directmg a first fluid stream having a selected pH and including at least 
one biological cont^nant and a selected compound so as to flow along a first selective 
membrane; 

(b) directing a second fluid stream along the first selective membrane so as to 
be isolated fi:om the first fluid stream thereby; 
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(c) directing a third fluid stream separated from one of the first and second 
fluid streams by a second selective membrane; 

(d) applying at least one voltage potential across at least the first and second 
fluid streams, wherein the application of such at least one voltage potential causes 
movement of at least a portion of the biological contaminants though the first selective 
membrane into the second fluid stream while the selected compound is prevented from 
entering the second fluid stream, wherein the second selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size that allows selective migration of components in at least one of the 
first and second fluid streams through the second selective membrane into the third fluid 
stream; and 

(e) maintaining step (d) until at least one of the fluid streams contains a 
desired purity of the selected compound. 

20. The method according to claim 19 wherein the first selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size so as to allow selective migration of components in the first fluid stream 
through the first selective membrane into the second fluid stream and selectively retain other 
components in the first fluid stream. 

21 . The method according to claim 19 wherein the step of directing the third fluid 
stream comprises directing the third fluid stream so as to be separated from the first fluid stream 
by the second selective membrane. 

22. The method according to claim 21 wherein the second selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size so as to substantially prevent at least one of the selected compound and 
selected biological contaminants remaining in the first fluid stream from migrating through the 
second selective membrane into the third fluid stream md substantially retain at least one of the 
selected compound and selected biological contaminants in the first fluid stream, 

23 . The method according to claim 2 1 wherein the application of a voltage potential 
across the third fluid stream causes movement of at least a portion of at least one of the selected 
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compound md selected biological contaminants remaining in the first fluid stream through the 
second selective membrane into the third fluid stream. 

24. The method according to claim 21 wherein the method further comprises directing 
a fourth fluid stream separated from the second fluid stream by a third selective membrane, 
wherein the preselected pore size of the third selective membrane allows selective migration of 
components in the second fluid stream through the third selective membrane into the fourth fluid 
stream. 

25. The method according to claim 24 wherein the third selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size so as to substantially prevent at least one of any biological contaminants 
removed to the second fluid stream and any other compounds in the second fluid stream from 
migrating through the thkd selective membrane into the fourth fluid stream and substantially 
retain the at least one of the selected biological contaminants and other components in the second 
fluid stream. 

26. The method according to claim 24 wherein the application of a voUage potential 
across the fourth fluid stream causes migration of at least a portion of at least one of any 
biological contammants removed to the second fluid stream, and any other compounds in the 
second fluid stream through the third selective membrane into fourth fluid stream. 

27. The method according to claim 19 wherein the step of directing a third fluid 
stream directing the third fluid stream so as to be separated from the second fluid stream by the 
second selective membrane. 

28. The method according to claim 27 wherein the second selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size so as to substantially prevent at least one of any biological contaminants 
removed to the second fluid stream and any other compounds in the second fluid stream from 
migrating through the second selective membrane into the third fluid stream. 
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29. The method according to claim 27 wherein the application of a voltage potential 
across the third fluid stream causes migration of at least a portion of at least one of any biological 
contaminants removed to the second fluid stream, and any other compounds in the second fluid 
stream through the second selective membrane into third fluid stream. 

30. The method according to claim 27 wherein the method further comprises directing 
a fourth fluid stream separated from the first fluid stream by a third selective membrane, wherein 
the preselected pore size of the third selective membrane allows selective migration of 
components in the first fluid stream through the third selective membrane into the fourth fluid 
stream. 

3 1 . The method according to claim 30 wherein the third selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size so as to substantially prevent at least one of the selected compound and 
selected biological contaminants remaining in the first fluid stream from migrating through the 
third selective membrane into the fourth fluid stream and substantially retain at least one of the 
selected compound and selected biological contaminants in the first fluid stream. 

32. The method according to claim 30 wherein the application of a voltage potential 
across the fourth fluid stream causes movement of at least a portion of at least one of the selected 
compoxmd and selected biological contaminants remaining in the first fluid stream through the 
third selective membrane into the fourth fluid stream. 

33. The method according to claim 19 wherein the method further comprises 
periodically stopping and reversing the voltage potential to cause movement of at least any 
compounds of the first fluid stream having entered the first selective membrane to move back 
into the first fluid stream and wherein substantially not causing any of the selected compound 
and biological contaminants that have entered the second fluid stream to re-enter the first flxxid 
stream. 

34. The method according to claim 19 wherein the first fluid stream further includes a 
compound from which the selected compound is separated, wherein such compound is selected 
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from the group consisting of blood proteins, immunoglobulins, recombinant proteins, and 
combinations thereof. 

35. The method according to claim 19 wherein the biological contaminant is selected 
from the group consisting of viruses, bacteria, prions, yeast, lipopolysaccharides, toxins, 
endotoxins, and combinations thereof 

36. The method according to claim 19 wherein the pH of the first fluid stream is 
selected by selectively adding a buffer having the required pH and the pH is selected at one of a 
pH lower than the isoelectric point of the compound, a pH about the isoelectric point of the 
compound, and a pH higher than the isoelectric point of the compound. 

37. A method for isolating at least a portion of a selected compound from a fluid 
stream, the method comprising: 

(a) directing a first fluid stream having a selected pH and including at least a 
selected compound so as to flow along a first selective membrane; 

(b) directing a second fluid stream along the first selective membrane so as to 
be isolated from the first fluid stream thereby; 

(c) directing a third fluid stream separated from one of the first and second 
fluid streams by a second selective membrane; 

(d) applying at least one voltage potential across at least the first and second 
fluid streams, wherein the application of such at least one vohage potential causes 
movement of at least a portion of the selected compound though the first selective 
membrane into the second fluid stream, wherein the second selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size that allows selective migration of components in at least one of the 
first and second fluid streams through the second selective membrane into the third fluid 
stream; and 

(e) maintaining step (d) until at least one of the fluid streams contains a 
desired purity of the selected compound. 
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38. The method according to claim 37 wherein the first selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size so as to allow selective migration of components in the first fluid stream 
through the first selective membrane into the second fluid stream and selectively retain other 
components in the first fluid stream. 

39. The method according to claim 37 wherein the method further comprises directing 
a fourth fluid stream separated firom the other of the first and second fluid streams by a third 
selective membrane, wherein the preselected pore size of the third selective membrane allows 
selective migration of components in the other of first and second fluid streams through the third 
selective membrane into the fourth fluid stream. 

40. A method for isolating at least a portion of a selected compound from a fluid 
stream, the method comprising: 

(a) directing a first fluid stream having a selected pH and including at least a 
selected compound so as to flow along a first selective membrane; 

(b) directing a second fluid stream along the first selective membrane so as to 
be isolated from the first fluid stream thereby; 

(c) directing a third fluid stream separated from one of the first and second 
fluid streams by a second selective membrane; 

(d) applying at least one voltage potential across at least the first and second 
fluid streams, wherein the appUcation of such at least one voltage potential causes 
movement of at least a portion of components in the first fluid stream through the first 
selective membrane into the second fluid stream while the selected compound is 
prevented from entering the second fluid stream, wherein the second selective membrane 
has a preselected pore size that allows selective migration of components in at least one 
of the first and second fluid streams through the second selective membrane into the third 
fluid stream; and 

(e) maintaining step (d) until at least one of the fluid streams contains a 
desired purity of the selected compound. 
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41 . The method according to claim 40 wherein the first selective membrane has a 
preselected pore size so as to allow selective migration of components in the first fluid stream 
through the first selective membrane into the second fluid stream and selectively retain other 
components in the first fluid stream. 

42. The method according to claim 40 wherein the method fiirther comprises directing 
a fourth fluid stream separated firom the other of the first and second fluid streams by a third 
selective membrane, wherein the preselected pore size of the third selective membrane allows 
selective migration of components in the other of first and second fluid streams through the third 
selective membrane into the fourth fluid stream. 

43. A system for concurrently isolating at least a portion of both a selected compound 
and biological contaminants firom a fluid stream, the system comprising: 

meaQS for directing a first fluid stream having a selected pH and including at least 
one biological contaminant and a selected compound so as to flow along a first selective 
membrane; 

means for directing a second fluid stream along the first selective membrane so as 
to be isolated from the first fluid stream thereby; 

means for directing a third fluid stream separated fi:om one of the first and second 
fluid streams by a second selective membrane; and 

means for applying at least one voltage potential across at least the first and 
second fluid streams, wherein the appUcation of such at least one voltage potential causes 
movement of at least a portion of at least one of a selected compound and the biological 
contaminants though the first selective membrane into the second fluid stream, wherein 
the preselected pore size of the second selective membrane allows selective migration of 
components in at least one of the first and second fluid streams through the second 
selective membrane into the third fluid stream. 

44. A system for concurrently isolating at least a portion of both a selected compound 
and biological contaminants fi:om a fluid stream, the system comprising: 
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means for directing a first fluid stream having a selected pH and including at least 
one biological contaminant and a selected compound so as to flow along a first selective 
membrane; 

means for directing a second fluid stream along the first selective membrane so as 
to be isolated fi-om the first fluid stream thereby; 

means for directing a third fluid stre^i separated from one of the first and second 
fluid streams by a second selective membrane; and 

means for applying at least one voltage potential across at least the first and 
second fluid streams, wherein the appUcation of such at least one voltage potential causes 
movement of at least a portion of the biological contaminants though the first selective 
membrane into the second fluid stream while the selected compound is prevented from 
entering the second fluid stream, wherein the preselected pore size of the second selective 
membrane allows selective migration of components in at least one of the first and second 
fluid streams through the second selective membrane into the third fluid stream. 
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